
How to Join the SEC 

If you are interested in joining the Society please complete our online application form and submit it 
as directed. Please note a hard copy is not required and on its own will not be accepted. Our 
Honorary Secretary Patrick Allan can provide further information if required. 
At the same time you will need to complete our Direct Debit form or make out your cheque to 'The 
Society of Education Consultants', and post either of them to our Administrator. Please make sure 
that your details are clear so that we can match your DD or cheque to your application form. Once 
we have both your application form and the correct subscription, we will seek references. 
Whilst waiting for those references to be returned, unless you are an associate member, your details 
will be prepared for entry in our on-line searchable web database of member consultants. You may 
also wish to prepare your own web space for linking to your directory entry. 
As soon as we receive satisfactory replies from your referees, your application will be ratified. At that 
point you will be a member of the Society. You will be reminded that you must work within the 
Society's Code of Practice, and that you are bound by the SEC Constitution. From here on you will 
be able to participate in all aspects of the Society's affairs; your entry will be added to the on-line 
directory of consultants and you will be included in circulation of work opportunities. 
In the unlikely event of your references proving unsatisfactory, your subscription will be returned in 
full.  

Subscriptions 

Membership subscriptions fall due 1 January each year. If you pay by direct debit, your subscription is 
collected 28 February each year. 
In the year you apply you will only pay for the months left in that calendar year. For example if we 
receive your application form in February you will only pay for 10 months (March to December 
inclusive). A full year's subscription then becomes due the next 1 January. 
The Society offers five classes of membership with different levels of benefits to meet different 
members' needs: 

Individual Membership: 

This is the most common and is suitable for all types of education consultants. It is particularly 
applicable to freelance consultants and sole traders. The annual membership fee is currently £120. 
Annual Direct Debit is the preferred payment option but payment by cheque will also be accepted. 
Members opting to pay by direct debit will pay a reduced annual subscription, currently £108. 

Associate Membership: 

This is designed for people who are considering becoming consultants. Perhaps they want to try one 
or two commissions before fully committing to the freelance lifestyle. This membership will give them 
access to advice. The annual membership fee is currently £36 by cheque or DD. If you convert from 
associate to individual subscription mid year, this subscription will count towards your full 
subscription for that year. We do not expect people to remain associate members for more than a 
few years at most.  

Retired Membership: 

This is for those who have been members for a number of years but have either stopped practising or 
are winding down their businesses but still wish to keep in contact with fellow consultants. 
Importantly this membership will allow them to maintain their professional indemnity insurance at the 
SEC discount rate for the six or so years they will need after they finish working for their last client. 
The annual membership fee is currently £25. To move to this class of membership you simply need to 
tell our Administrator and your next subscription will be altered accordingly and your details 
removed from the searchable database. People do not join the Society via this class of membership. 

 

http://www.sec.org.uk/cgi-bin/appform.pl
mailto:patrick.allan@timeplan.net
http://www.sec.org.uk/pdf/direct_debit_template.pdf
http://www.sec.org.uk/CoP.php
http://www.sec.org.uk/constitution.php
mailto:administration@sec.org.uk?Subject=Enquiry%20via%20the%20SEC%20website


Small Business Corporate Membership: 

This is suitable for businesses of up to 10 people which are either education consultancies or have 
education consultancy links. The annual membership fee is currently £300 paid by cheque or DD. In 
addition to corporate membership, your colleagues may still apply separately for individual 
membership. 

Large Corporate Membership: 

This is for businesses with more than 10 employees which are either education consultancies or have 
education consultancy links. The annual membership fee is currently £750 paid by cheque or DD. 
Subscription in the year of joining is open to negotiation. In addition to corporate membership, your 
colleagues may still apply separately for individual membership. 

Overseas Applications 

If you are applying from overseas, you can either send us a sterling cheque as above or ask our 
Administrator for our bank details to make a direct payment from your bank. Please note, you are 
responsible for all fees associated with such a transfer and we will not commence processing your 
application until we receive your full subscription in sterling. 

Month App Made Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Individual Member 99 90 81 72 63 54 45 36 27 18 9 108* 

Associate Member 33 30 27 24 21 18 15 12 9 6 3 36* 

Small Bus. Member 275 250 225 200 175 150 125 100 75 50 25 300* 

All figures are GBP. * pays for the whole of the following year. 
 
 
 
The Society of Education Consultants 
28 Dickinson Road 
London N8 9ER 
www.sec.org.uk 
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